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Welcome to the fifth edition of Strategic Capital

This edition marks a celebratory time in the academic calendar as we reflect on the achievements of
both staff and students in 2017. This week we will be marking the graduation of eleven students
from the Masters of Strategic Studies Program, seventeen students from the Bachelor of
International Security Studies Program and six students from the Bachelor of Asia-Pacific Security
Program. In addition, last week at Llewellyn Hall, the Governor General presided over the
graduation ceremony for the 2017 class of our Master of Defence & Security Program, with 170
students from the three armed services, the Australian Public Service and from the Defence Forces
of a large number of allied and partner nations.

The SDSC is also celebrating the high level of academic output achieved in 2017. Three books, two
edited books, twenty-one book chapters, twenty-four journal articles, ten reports, fifteen newspaper
articles, eight Centre of Gravity publications, one conference paper, thirty six events and over one
hundred and fifty media engagements highlights the effectiveness of SDSC to produce policy
relevant research. Here is a sampling of our latest work. This is intended as a community service
and we welcome all constructive feedback.

Professor John Blaxland

Head, Strategic and Defence Studies Centre
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Dr. Tristan Moss's book launched by Major General
Michael Jeffery
Former Governor General, Major General Michael Jeffery, has launched Dr. Tristan Moss’s book
Guarding the Periphery: the Australian Army in Papua New Guinea, 1951 – 1975. Drawn from his
Phd undertaken at SDSC, the book explores the long involvement of the Australian Army in PNG
after the Second World War, charting the development of Australia’s colonial army into an
independent Papua New Guinea Defence Force.
» read more

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
 Quarterly Essay launches latest

Professor Hugh White essay
The Quarterly Essay launched Professor
Hugh White's essay Without America:
Australia in the New Asia last week. The
widely anticipated publication explores the
potential challenges Australia might face
in light of declining American influence in
Asia.
» read more

 Minerva Research Initiative paper
released
Professor John Blaxland spoke at the
Center for Strategic & International
Studies about the recently released
Tipping the Balance in Southeast Asia?:
Thailand, the United States, and China.
The result of a three-year research project
funded by the Minerva Research Initiative,
the paper was co-authored by Dr Greg
Raymond and jointly published by CSIS
and the SDSC Centre of Gravity Series.
» read more

 SDSC Staff participate in regional
workshop
Professor Bates Gill, Dr. Greg Raymond
and Dr. Huong Le Thu participated in the
ASEAN @ 50, Southeast Asia @ Risk
Workshop held at the Daniel K. Inouye
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in
Hawaii.
» read more

 Battle for Beersheeba
Commemorations
Dr. Jean Bou led a public lecture which
examined the Australian role in the 1917
battle. The lecture challenged historical
myths and offered an insightful
appreciation of the events and their place
in history.
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» read more

MEET OUR ACADEMICS
 Dr. Stephan Frühling

Currently based at Georgetown University as the 2017
Fulbright Professional Scholar in Australian-American
Alliance Studies, Dr. Frühling is conducting interviews on
the institutional underpinnings of ANZUS. This work is
part of his role as Chief Investigator on the Australian
Research Council’s Discovery Project on Small Allies and
Extended Nuclear Deterrence.
» read more

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS
 Without America, Australia in the New Asia

Professor Hugh White highlights the changing geo-
political security for Australian interests in the latest
Quarterly Essay. Considering the rise of China, this essay
necessitates that Australia has gotten into the habit of
seeing the world through Washington’s eyes and change
is needed to navigate the future of Australia’s
international engagements.
» find out more

 Australia's management of strategic risk in the
new era
Emeritus Professor Paul Dibb and Visiting Fellow Richard
Brabin-Smith necessitate a major change in Australia’s
approach to the management of strategic risk in a time
where Australian strategic outlook is deteriorating.
» read more
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 Tipping the Balance in Southeast Asia?
Thailand, the United States and China
Professor John Blaxland and Dr. Greg Raymond’s Centre
of Gravity paper breaks new ground in our understanding
of Thai strategic and military culture and how Thai
security elites view the United States, China, and the
shifting geopolitical landscape in Asia.
» read more

 CSCAP Regional Security Outlook 2018
Adjunct Associate Professor Ron Huisken and Aus-
CSCAP editorial assistant Kathryn Brett produce a
comprehensive overview of the political and security
issues and challenges facing the Asia-Pacific region.
Combining critical assessments from a range of leading
academics and policy makers, the publication draws
particular attention towards the China's Belt and Road
Initiative.
» find out more

 US-Vietnam relations under President Trump
Dr. Huong Le Thu analyses US-Vietnam relations under a Trump
administration with consideration to regional context. Despite
initial anxiety over Trump’s reluctance to engage with Southeast
Asia, there have been recent signals that the relationship may
continue to prosper and achieve greater policy clarity in a post
Trans-Pacific Partnership era.

» find out more
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 In Their Time of Need: Australia's overseas
emergency relief operations, 1918-2006
SDSC Visiting Fellow Steven Bullard provides a broad
context of each humanitarian disaster and Australia's
political relationship with the affected country in the
newest volume of the Official History of Australian
Peacekeeping, Humanitarian and Post-Cold War
Operations. This volume weaves together official
government records and archival images with the
personal narratives and photographs of those who served
to highlight the response of Australia's military forces to
international emergency relief operations.
» find out more

SDSC IN THE MEDIA
 Battle for Beersheeba, 100 years

on
Dr. Jean Bou
» read more

 Vietnam manages delicate balance
between US and China
Dr. Huong Le Thu
» read more

 A new great power pact or a great
deprivation of tact?

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=Ft0qDwAAQBAJ&pg=PT1&dq=in+their+time+of+need+steve+bullard&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjH8NqqpYPYAhULy7wKHZGoDmAQ6AEIKzAB#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Dr. Greg Raymond
» read more

 China's Communist Party
Congress an opportunity for
President Xi to extend power
beyond his five-year term
Prof. Bates Gill
» read more

 Strategic risk in the new era: a
response to Paul Dibb and Richard
Brabin-Smith
Prof. Hugh White
» read more

 China's rise poses a growing
threat to our defences
Emeritus Prof. Paul Dibb & Visitng Fellow
Richard Brabin-Smith
» read more

 Why America's plan to curtail
North Korea isn't working
Prof. John Blaxland
» read more

 Australia's White Paper woes
Prof. Hugh White
» read more
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 Defending Australia: strength &
capability of our defence force to
face an ever changing future
Prof. John Blaxland
» read more

 Turning to Beijing: Australia's
future in the new Asia
Prof. Hugh White
» read more

 I'm here for an argument
Dr. Andrew Carr
» read more

WHAT DO WE DO AT SDSC
The Strategic and Defence Studies Centre (SDSC) is
Australia's oldest and largest academic centre focused on
strategic and defence issues. Our expertise within strategic
studies consist of three related research clusters: Military
studies, Australian defence, and Asia-Pacific security. We offer
Australia's most respected graduate programs dealing with
Australian Defence and Asia-Pacific and global security issues:
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